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Padagogische Monatshefte. 



Waidgeselle, -maun, -messer, -werk 
mit e geschrieben werden. Der Plu- 
ral von Weidmann ist nicht „Weid- 
leute", sondern Weidmanner. Die 
Ubersetzung von „Vagant=vagrant" 
ist nicht genau; ein Vagant war ein 
umherziehender Sanger und Schiiler. 
Sonst verdient das Werkchen Aner- 
kennung. 

W. H. B. 

Der Katzensteg. Roman von Her- 
mann Sudermann. Abridged and 
edited by Benjamin W. Wells, Ph.D. 
(Harv.) Boston, D. C. Heath & Co., 
1899. 

There is a growing tendency to read 
in the class-room recent German lit- 
erature, particularly the works of 
Fulda, Hauptmann, and Sudermann. 
To meet in part the demands of this 
tendency, Professor Wells has fur- 
nished, in convenient form, an an- 
notated edition of Sudermann's Der 
Katzensteg. He has, however, reduced 
the bulk of the book "by abbrevi- 
ating or omitting descriptions and 
episodes of minor consequence", and 
has tried, at the same time, to leave 
the story complete and continuous. 
It is always dangerous to abridge or 
otherwise mutilate a piece of liter- 
ature and to serve up the remnants; 
most good authors give to their pro- 
ductions a certain unity and harmony 
of proportion that can not be dis- 
turbed with impunity. The majority 
of teachers, moreover, would prefer to 
have a work intact, in the form in 
which the author presented it to the 
world. The abridging, if it seems ab- 
solutely necessary, may be done in 
the presence of the class; if a book 
is too long to be read in the time al- 
lotted to it, the teacher may well af- 
ford to read and interpret a few pages 
from time to time, or assign definite 
portions to individual members for 
outline and report. Such a method 
does no violence to the symmetry of 
the work, gives the student a good 
and clear conception of it as a whole, 
and above all adds to the interest of 
the study by avoiding monotony. 

Professor Wells's edition contains an 
Introduction of four pages, in which 
Sudermann's chief writings are briefly 
characterized and attention is called 
to the fact that, although Der Katzen- 
steg is his best work in fiction, its 
stylistic strength is essentially dra- 
matic in quality, and the year of its 
appearance marks the beginning of a 
change in the character of his pro- 
ductions; from now on Sudermann 
devotes himself almost wholly to the 
drama. 



There are nine pages of Notes to 
the one hundred and ninety-three 
pages of text; the editor has not erred 
in the matter of copiousness. They 
are short and pointed, and especially 
valuable on account of the explanation 
of colloquial and familiar expressions. 

On the whole, with the exception 
stated above, the book will be found 
a welcome and acceptable text and 
ought to have a wide use. 

Charles Bundy Wilson. 

The University of Iowa. 

Wilhelm Tell, Schauspiel von Fried- 
rich Schiller. Edited with Intro- 
duction-notes and Vocabulary by 
Arthur H. Palmer, Prof, in Yale Uni- 
versity. New York, Henry Holt and 
Co., 1898. 

It is rather late to present a review 
of Dr. Arthur H. Palmer's edition of 
Wilhelm Tell, but the book is well 
worth the attention of teachers. 
Typographically and in the scope and 
arrangement of the material this 
edition of Schiller's famous drama is 
all that could be desired, certainly all 
that is needed, in the average Amer- 
ican College. In fact, any adverse 
criticism we have to make is directed 
against what it supplies rather than 
what it lacks. In addition to the clear 
text there is an introduction of some 
70 pages, an abundant supply of notes, 
and a vocabulary, made, as the author 
says, independently from the text, 
and having the convenient feature of 
reference to the lines in the text 
where each word is used. Besides 
this matter, there is a bust of Schiller 
as frontispiece, a map of the "Lake 
of the Four Forest Cantons", and a 
number of cuts and photographic re- 
productions scattered through the 
work. These features make a fine 
book, but they also make a large and 
expensive book for so small amount 
of text. We have long had the con- 
viction that the endless reprinting of 
author's portraits and of facsimiles 
of their manuscripts with every new 
text that is published or with every 
old one newly edited is a practice 
which is as much a useless fad as it 
is a terror to the student of small 
means. These adjuncts may properly 
enough appear in a biography of an 
author or in a collection of his works, 
but to compel the undergraduate 
student to buy them with every 
hundred or two hundred pages of new 
text he is asked to read seems to us 
a species of tyranny which the Amer- 
ican book publisher has not set up 
altogether without the consent of the 
American college professor. 



